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Brilliant  Meteor  Seen 
By  Many  Here  Saturday 


A biilllant  meteor  seen  in  broad 


occurranca  by  The.  Assocl 
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daylight  was  reported  by  a number  fated  Press:"  

of  Tacomaiu  who  seomlnclv  w*'rel  A "ball  of  fire,”  visible  even  in 

the  brlRht  noon  sunshine,  streaked 

across  Pacific  Northwest  skies  yes- 
terdav  (Saturday).  Apparently  u 


of  Tacomaiu  who  seemingly  w«'re 
amazed  to  se«  such  a sight  shortly 
alter  the  noon  hour  Saturday. 

Among  the  callers  to  The  Taco- 
ma News  Tribune  office  was  Frank  1 was  a meteor, 
A Reda  of  5019  So.  L,  who  said  he 
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W.1M  It  was  seen  from  Salem  north  ^ 

and  four  neighbors  saw  a "silver  to  Seattle,  from  Ellensburg  in  cert-  i 
jtreak”  that  looked  like  a rocket  tral  Washington  to  Astoria  on  the 

trail.  Oregon  “coast. 

It  flashed  brilliantly.  At  Port 
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going  southwest  and  leaving 
As  they  watched,  it  turned  down- 


ward toward  the  earth  and  dls-  Angeles  a ^oman  said  it  seemed 


appeared. 

E.  J.  Moran  of  9804  American 
Ave.  ,S.  W.,  said  he  saw  an  oblong 
object  shoot  down  behind  some 
trees  arid  he  thought  it  to  be  a 
crashing  jet  plane. 


brighter  than  the  sun.  Some  ob- 
servers said  they  even  could  see 
a blue  tall.  Others  thought  they 
detected  silver  and  red  colors  on 
the  fringe. 

A science  profe.ssor  at  Lewis  and 


appeared  luminous  even  in  day- 
light. 


Others  described  It  in  various  Clark  college  In  Portland,  Dr.  A.  A. 
terms,  some  thinking  they  had  Greening  said  it  possibly  was  a 
® flying  saucer,  but  all  here  straggler  from  the  annual  perseid 
who  saw  It  were  unanimous  that  shooting  star  display,  which  was  at 

terrific  speed  and  Us  height  Aug.  31. 

It  was  seen  shortly  after  noon. 

rp  ^ A,  bar  pilot  at  Astoria  fixed  the 

• lacoma,  however,  was  not  the  lime  at  12:06  p.  m.  there.  He 

vantage  to  see  the  thought  It  descended  toward  the 
celestial  visitor  as  it  was  witnessed  ocean  northwest  of  Asiorta. 

entire  Pacific  A Seattle  astronomer,  Mrs.  Bror 
Northwest.  Following  is  a report  Grondahl,  thought  it  probably 

burned  itself  out  before  striking 
earth. 
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Dr«  A*  Francis  Arcier 

Scientific  Advisor 

Air  Technical  Intelligencer  Center 

United  States  Air  Force 

Vright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base. 

Ohio 


Dear  Dr*  Arcier: 

How  very  kind  you  have  been  to  me  in 
taking  your  very  valuable  time  to  investigate  and 
report  back  to  me  so  fully  regarding  what  I really 
saw  reflected  in  Puget  Sound  on  that  bright  August 
day  in  1950* 

Never  in  my  life  }iad  I heard  of  a fireball! 

Now  I feel  superior  to  my  friends  in  that  not  only 
do  I know  idiat  one  is,  but  also  I am  among  the  few 
privileged  to  have  seen  one*  In  addition,  I can, 
from  now  on.  stand  apart  from  my  contemporaries, 
having  elicited  the  cooperation  of  an  eminent  scientist* 

With  your  permission,  I shall  use  a substantial 

?art  of  your  letter  in  my  weekly  Sunday  column  to  the 
acoma  (wash*)  News  Tribune,  probably  next  week*  I shall 
send  you  a clipping* 


Again,  many  thanks.  Dr*  Arcier*  I feel  it  was  a 
great  privilege  to  have  met  you  and  lir^ly  hope 
our  paths  may  somehow  bring  us  again* 


c Relations  Assistant 


ENWtej 


24  July  19Se 


Fublio  Rulflttlont  Attltunt 

0£flo«  oi  Thu  Honorable  Thor  O.  ToUefaon 

8th  Dlstrlot,  Washington 

House  of  Respresentatlves 

Washington#  DtC« 


Dear  Mrs.  Walken 


Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind  letter  of  21  July. 

The  InformatlQn  given  you  Is  In  no  way  classified,  so  there  Is 
no  objeotloa  to  your  using  It  In  your  regular  Sunday  oolumn. 

1 will  be  very  glad  Indeed  to  receive  a clipping. 


Sincerely, 


A.  FRANaS  ARaER 
SdentUlc  Advisor 


I July  1958 


Public  RuUtMM  AcsUtant 

Office  of  tho  HonorabU  Thor  C»  TotUfeoa 

6th  DUtrlet*  Waehlngtoa 

Houea  of  Rcproeantatlvos 

WashlngtoB,  D.C* 

Dear  Mlse  Walter: 


X wai  very  glad  Indeed  to  get  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  June. 

Ae  a matter  of  fact,  I had  been  looking  for  It, 

X have  had  the  Investigation  of  this  particular  case  started, 
and  X will,  as  soon  as  possible,  send  you  the  findings, 

X would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  very  courteous  treatment  which  we  received  from  your 
entire  group. 

Sincerely  yours. 


A,  FRANCIS  ARCXER 
Scientific  Advisor 


0 
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Congresftf  of  tfie  IBniteb  l^tateg 

HotuKc  of  Sgepreoentattbeo 

Sbui(<ngton,  10.  C 

June  27,  1953 


MMWmit  AFTAMVi 


Dr«  Franols  Arcler 
ATIC 

Wright  Patterson  Airforce  Base 
Ohio 


Dear  Dr*  Aroiers 

Perhaps  you  will  remember  me  as  being  the  only  woman  who  was 
present  at  the  briefing  In  which  you  participated  on  June 
20f  In  the  office  of  Congressman  John  £•  Henderson  of  Ohio* 

I was  there  representing  Congressman  Tollefson  who  was 
out  of  tovn  * 

You  will  find  enclosed  photostatic  copies  of  tvo  articles 
which  appeared  In  the  Tacoma,  Washington  News  Tribune  3c 
Sunday  Ledger*  These  give  the  details  In  regard  to  the 
Incident  I related  to  you  after  the  briefing  session* 

The  Article  which  appeared  August  20,  1950,  was  printed  the 
day  following  the  one  when  I wrote  the  article 

which  appeared  a week  later* 

You  very  kindly  offered  to  look  back  in  the  files  and  try 
to  determine  for  me  what  If  any  record  and/or  explanation 
the  Airforce  has  on  this  incident*  I shall  be  looking  forward 
to  hearing  from  you  on  this  matter* 
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